THE  ARTS  LETTER 


April  30,  1907. 

The  months  which  have  elapsed  since  the  appearance  of  Dr. 
Crawley’s  letter,  at  the  close  of  last  year,  have  been  crowded 
with  events  of  much  interest  in  the  life  of  our  University. 

From  the  report  of  the  Provost,  a  document  always  read 
with  profit,  it  appears  that  308  men  are  now  in  the  Arts  and 
Science  groups;  that  57  are  Seniors,  49  Juniors,  71  Sophomores 
and  99  Freshmen,  and  that  the  favorite  electives  are  English 
and  History.  From  the  same  report  it  further  appears  that 
in  Pennsylvania  at  least,  arts  studies  still  hold  an  important 
place  in  the  technical  courses.  Of  the  91  units  in  the  Archi¬ 
tectural  Course,  22  are  in  Arts  and  Science  work ;  of  89  units 
in  the  Civil  Engineering  Course,  .43  may  be  considered  as  in 
Arts  and  Science;  of  77  in  the  Course  in  Chemistry,  57  are  Arts 
and  Science  units. 

The  Chair  in  Chemistry  has  received  from  two  unknown 
donors  an  endowment  of  $100,000,  a  precedent  it  is  hoped  which 
will  be  followed  till  every  chair  in  the  college  is  as  liberally 

endowed. 

New  courses  have  been  opened — one  a  new  group — Fine  Arts 
— comprising  work  in  Architecture,  Music  and  English ;  another, 
the  afternoon  and  evening  College  Course  for  Teachers. 

Among  events  of  general  public  importance  was  the  address 
of  Dr.  S.  Weir  Mitchell  in  Chapel  on  the  morning  of  January 
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i8th.  Dr.  Mitchell  missed  his  A.B.  in  1848  through  the  illness 
of  his  father,"  which  compelled  him  to  leave  college.  The  degree 
was,  therefore,  awarded  him  on  December  14th,  1906.  Unable  to 
appear  in  person  and  receive  his  degree  on  the  appointed  day, 
Dr.  Mitchell  came  a  month  later  to  address  the  students. 
Starting  with  a  comparison  of  his  day  in  college  and  this  day, 
the  cricket  of  the  mid-nineteenth  century  and  the  football  of 
the  early  twentieth  century,  he  came  to  a  consideration  of  the 
meaning  of  college  life.  The  burden  of  his  address  was  “The 
great  thing,  after  all,  is,  and  ever  will  be,  not  what  you  win, 
but  how  win  it,  or,  in  fact,  how  you  lose  it,  whether  it 
be  wealth,  competence,  or  official  honors.  Great  is  the  roll  of 
your  predeceased  university  fathers — as  trustees,  or  professors, 
or  students ;  great  in  war,  in  peace,  in  science ;  no  other  in 
America  can  match  it.  Take  care  that  you  live  so  as  to  add. 
here  and  hereafter,  conduct  such  as  becomes  the  children  of  a 
noble  line.” 


The  University  House  for  the  College  Settlement  work  at 
the  eastern  end  of  the  South  Street  bridge  was  dedicated  on 
January  21st  with  an  address  by  the  Provost.  That  same  evening 
a  tablet  to  the  memory  of  Robert  Morris  was  dedicated  in 
Houston  Hall,  Provost  Harrison  making  an  address.  You  will 
remember  that  E.  P.  Oberholtzer,  ’89  C.,  ’93  Ph.D.,  some  three 
years  ago  published  an  admirable  biography  of  Morris,  and  has 
published  “A  History  of  Literary  Philadelphia,”  and  articles  on 
Jay  Cook  in  the  Century  Magazine. 


Owen  Wister  was  the  University  Day  orator,  and  spoke 
on  “The  Seven  Ages  of  Washington.’’  Provost  Harrison  made 
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a  short  introductory  address  and  Mr.  Walter  George  Smith, 
’73  C.,  presented  the  candidates  for  the  honorary  degrees.  They 
were  A.  E.  Brown,  Sc.D. ;  Howard  Kelley,  79  C.,  ’82  M.,  LL.D. ; 
John  W.  Foster,  LL.D. ;  Joseph  G.  Rosengarten,  ’52  C.,  LL.D. ; 
Owen  Wister,  LL.D.;  Judge  Craig  Biddle,  LL.D.;  and,  in  ab¬ 
sentia,  Thomas  Bailey  Aldrich,  Litt.D. 


Interest  in  the  work  in  history  has  been  widening  steadily 
in  recent  years.  Both  in  the  graduate  and  undergraduate  de¬ 
partments  the  numbers  are  considerably  larger  than  formerly. 
Fortunately,  the  equipment,  through  the  generosity  of  the  Pro¬ 
vost  and  friends,  is  keeping  pace,  in  part  at  least,  with  the  growth 
in  students.  Last  October  new  rooms  were  given  the  men  in 
European  history  on  the  second  floor,  so  that  all  the  under¬ 
graduate  work  in  history  is  now  concentrated  in  the  west  end 
of  College  Hall.  Here  much  improved  equipment  has  been  in¬ 
troduced  in  the  way  of  historical  maps,  lantern  slides  and  the 
like.  Only  recently,  through  the  courtesy  of  Dr.  C.  W.  Dulles, 
an  extensive  collection  of  colored  lantern  slides,  illustrating  the 
territorial  changes  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  was  received. 
Special  interest  is  attached  to  these  lantern  photographs  because 
they  were  formerly  owned  by  Dr.  Stifle  and  used  by  him  in 
his  work.  In  the  way  of  improved  library  facilities  in  European 
history  a  large  collection  of  duplicate  works  for  special  use  by 
undergraduate  classes  has  been  purchased.  In  the  graduate 
work  there  has  been  this  year  a  special  fund  for  works  on  the 
Napoleonic  period.  But  in  spite  of  what  has  been  done  there 
is  much  need  for  funds  to  keep  our  library  abreast  with  the  in¬ 
creasing  demands  of  our  graduate  work.  In  recent  years  we 
have  had  as  graduate  students  men  of  unusual  promise. 

Dr.  C.  H.  Van  Tyne,  ’00  G.,  is  now  Professor  of  American 
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History  at  the  University  of  Michigan  and  head  of  the  depart¬ 
ment.  Associated  with  him  is  Frederic  L.  Paxon,  '98  C.,  *03  G,, 
as  Assistant  Professor  of  _  American  History.  Dr.  A.  G.  Mc¬ 
Kinley.  '96  C.,  '00  G.,  is  Professor  of  American  History  at  Tem¬ 
ple  College.  Dr.  Henry  Lewin  Cannon,  '98  G.,  has  recently 
been  appointed  Assistant  Professor  of  History  in  the  University 
of  California.  Dr.  Isaac  J.  Coxe,  '04  G.,  is  Assistant  Professor 
at  the  University  of  Cincinnati  and  head  of  American  History. 
Dr.  Herbert  Eugene  Bolton,  ’99  G.,  Assistant  Professor  at  the 
University  of  Texas,  has  recently  been  appointed  by  the  Carnegie 
Institute  to  study  the  Mexican  archives  with  special  reference 
to  American  History.  Dr.  J.  F.  Willard,  '98  C.,  ’02  G.,  was  last 
year  appointed  Assistant  Professor  of  European  History  at  the 
University  of  Colorado;  Dr.  Louis  J.  PaetowT,  ’06  G.,  instructor 
at  the  University  of  Wisconsin;  Dr.  E.  S.  Corwin,  ’05  G.,  precep¬ 
tor  at  Princeton;  and  Dr.  A.  G.  Terry,  ’05  G.,  instructor  in 
European  History  at  Northwestern  University. 

In  the  way  of  scholarly  work  by  members  of  the  department 
in  recent  years,  there  is  Professor  Chevney’s  “Short  History  of 
England/’  “The  European  Background  of  American  History/’ 
“International  Law  under  Queen  Elizabeth/’  in  the  English  His¬ 
torical  Review,  and  “The  England  of  our  Forefathers”  and 
“English  Conditions  Surrounding  the  First  Settlement  of  Vir¬ 
ginia”  in  the  American  Historical  Review ;  Professor  Ames’s 
“State  Documents  on  Federal  Relations,”  Professor  Lingelbach’s 
'“History  of  Austria-Hungary.”  based  on  Leger ;  Professor  How¬ 
land’s  edition  of  Mommsen’s  “Rome,”  and  Dr.  Chevney’s  “Indus¬ 
trial  and  Social  History  of  England"  is  now  used  as  a  text¬ 
book  at  Cambridge  University,  England. 

The  Department  of  History  is  also  continuing  the  publi¬ 
cations  of  Translations  and  Reprints  from  the  Original  Sources 
of  European  History.  The  volume  for  this  year,  which  is  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  binder,  is  the  important  “History  of  the  Loro- 
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bards/’  by  Paul  the  Deacon,  translated  and  edited  by  Dr.  Wil¬ 
liam  Dudley  Foulke.  It  contains  nearly  500  pages  and  forms  a 
distinct  contribution  to  scholarly  historical  literature. 

Dr.  Ames  gave  an  historical  address  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Society  of  the  Founders  and  Patriots,  Jan¬ 
uary  14th,  on  “The  Peopling  of  the  English  Colonies.”  On 
March  15th  he  responded  to  the  toast  “The  Holy  Experiment ; 
Its  Justification,”  at  the  dinner  of  the  Pennsylvania  Society  of 
Colonial  Wars.  On  March  23d  he  read  a  paper  before  the 
Schoolmen’s  Club  of  Philadelphia  on  “The  Motives  of  English 
Colonization  and  the  Founding  of  Jamestown,”  and  he  repeated 
it  before  the  Fortnightly  Club  at  Mt.  Holly,  N.  J.,  April  1st. 
Dr.  Ames  has  been  occupied  recently  in  the  preparation  and 
editing  of  “The  Report  of  the  Public  Archives  Commission  of 
the  American  Historical  Association  for  the  year  1906,”  being 
Chairman  of  the  Commission.  This  report  will  make  a  volume 
of  about  300  pages. 


There  have  been  a  number  of  promotions  recently  in  the 
College.  Dr.  W.  R.  Newbold  has  been  made  Adam  Seibert 
Professor  of  Intellectual  and  Moral  Philosophy;  Dr.  Child  has 
become  Professor  of  English;  Dr.  James  T.  Young.  Professor 
of  Administration,  and  William  N.  Bates,  who  was  absent  last 
year  as  Director  of  the  American  School  of  Classical  Studies  in 
Athens,  has  been  made  Professor  of  Greek.  The  following  have 
advanced  from  instructors  to  assistant  professors :  Dr.  J.  Rus¬ 
sell  Smith,  in  Geography  and  Industry;  Dr.  Ehrenfeld,  in  Geol¬ 
ogy  and  Mineralogy;  Dr.  J.  F.  Meyer,  in  Physics;  Mr.  G.  W. 
Dawson,  in  Drawing;  Dr.  J.  W.  Harshberger,  in  Botany;  Mr. 
H.  P.  Fry,  in  Mechanical  Drawing;  Mr.  H.  E.  Fillers,  in  Ex¬ 
perimental  Engineering. 
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Ben  Greet  came  again  to  Philadelphia  this  spring  to 
play  his  Shakespearian  plays  for  us.  This  time  he  appeared  un¬ 
der  the  auspices  of  the  Zelosophic  Society.  The  plays  were 
put  on  April  23-27.  Among  them  was  ‘‘Hamlet"  in  its  entirety. 

Dr.  Gordon  has  left  for  Alaska,  where  he  goes  to  collect  ma¬ 
terial  for  the  Department  of  American  Ethnology  in  the  Museum. 

The  Mask  and  Wig  play  this  year,  “Herr  Lohengrin,”  by 
William  Ernst,  ’93  C.,  ’96  L.,  was  given  Easter  week.  It  was 
successful,  of  course,  like  all  the  Mask  and  Wig  plays.  The, 
theatre  was  “sold  out”  for  every  one  of  the  eight,  performances 
and  the  receipts  were  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  club. 

There  were  many  replies  to  Professor  Crawley's  letter,  but 
too  few  sent  word  of  what  they  were  doing.  The  call  for  per¬ 
sonal  news  is  therefore  renewed. 

George  Fox  Martin,  ’70  C.,  gave  up  his  school  at  Thirty- 
ninth  and  Locust  Streets  sometime  ago  owing  to  his  ill  health. 
But  he  has  not  given  up  teaching.  “At  church  and  at  rectory,” 
he  writes,  “the  quiet  working  ways  learned  under  Allen.  Ken¬ 
dall  and  Jackson  go  on.”  He  also  spends  much  time  in  literary 
work. 

Rabbi  David  Levy,  75  C.,  who  is  stationed  at  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  is  thinking  of  taking  graduate  work  at  Yale. 

E.  Morris  Fergusson,  '83  C.,  has  been  since  1892  General  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Voluntary  Association  of  Protestant  Sunday  Schools 
in  New  Jersey,  “laboring  to  bring  them  into  greater  unity  of 
action  and  purpose,  to  improve  their  methods,  and  to  raise  their 
educational  ideals.”  His  special  work  has  been  the  develop¬ 
ment  and  introduction  of  a  standard  system  of  Sunday  School 
grading. 

U.  S.  Schaul,  '92  C.,  is  minister  of  the  Pierce  Avenue  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  in  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.  He  writes  that  he  is 
“as  greatly  interested  in  the  University  as  when  he  helped  row, 
play  football,  and  pull  tug-of-war  in  bygone  days.”  His  ad- 
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dress  is  1889  Pierce  Avenue,  where  he  invites  his  classmates 
and  old  friends  to  drop  in  on  him  when  they  visit  Niagara. 

David  Rupp,  ’05  C.,  is  with  the  powder  plant  of  the  Rock¬ 
dale  Powder  Company,  at  Glenvar,  Va. 


Send  us  a  word  about  yourselves — you  and  your  friends — • 
and  what  you  are  doing. 


John  Bach  McMaster, 
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